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News from the Professional Studies
and Standards Committee:
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DEFINITION OF READING
eluding reading for work-related
purposes, should be stressed within
reading programs.
2. Students learn to read most successfully within the context of a total
language arts experience, which includes speaking and listening activities, writing, leisure reading, and
reading within a variety of content
areas, such as the sciences, vocational education, social studies,
mathematics, and so on.
3. Virtually everyone can learn to
read, given the appropriate reading
instruction.
4. The most appropriate type of reading instruction varies from person
to person. Some students learn to
read most successfully with one
approach, others with a quite different approach. Determining the

(Editor's Note: The following two articles
concern the coordinated efforts of The
Michigan Reading Association and the
Michigan Department of Education which
are focused toward comprehensive planning for reading improvement.)
The Professional Studies & Standards
Committee under the leadership of Chairman James Alexander has been working
with Teressa Staten, Communications
Specialist, MDE on a Definition of Reading. This task has been undertaken partly
as a follow-up of the MRA study and
analysis of the 4th and 7th grade Assessment tests in 1975.
The fallowing definition has been
developed jointly. Further, it has been
approved by the MRA Board and is currently awaiting approval by MDE and the
State Board of Education.
Persons having questions or concerns
about the definition and statement should
contact James Alexander, Oscoda Area
Schools, Oscoda, Michigan 48750.

most appropriate approach for a
particular student is one of the keys
to successful reading instruction.

5. Instructional objectives in the area
of comprehension can and should
be integrated with objectives that
focus on enabling word attack skills.
6. Instruction in comprehension can
and should occur at the earliest
instructional levels and with all students, including those who appear
to be having difficulty with reading
skills.
7. Comprehension and word attack

1. A Department of Education Definition

of Reading
The Department's definition of reading is based upon the assumption
that the only legitimate, final outcome
of reading instruction is comprehension. That is, although certain enabling
word attack skills may be related to
comprehension skills, mastery of these
skills, in and of themselves and in the
absence of comprehension, is not a
sufficient terminal objective for reading instruction.
Thus, reading must be defined not as
the process of transforming visual configurations into sound, which is a
widely held conventional view of reading, but the process of transforming

skills are complementary and mutually independent; that is, word

attack skills help students to attain
comprehension skills, while comprehension skills help them with
decoding. If a reader understands
the context of the words he or she
is attempting to decode, the decoding process is greatly facilitated.
8. By the time students who have had
instruction in comprehension skills
from the earliest levels have reached
their upper-elementary and secondary- school experiences, fewer of
them will be "word callers"; that is,
fewer of them will be persons who

the visual representation of language
into meaning.

This definition assumes that:
1. From the earliest levels, the various
uses of reading, wh1ch range from
the purely functional to the broadly humanistic (reading to enhance
one's human understandings), in35

can say the words, but cannot interpret what they read, cannot make
inferences on the basis of what they
have read, cannot distinguish between main ideas and subordinate
ideas, cannot identify authors'
themes and purposes - in short, cannot comprehend what they read.
Indeed, a person who can only say

1. Needs assessments in reading will
be conducted in terms of this
definition.
2. All state reading programs and
efforts will be based upon this
definition in ways stated by staffs
associated with these programs.
3. Decisions regarding the funding of
local reading programs by State and
Federal sources will be made on the
basis of this definition.
4. In-service models for reading teachers will be designed on the basis of
this definition.
5. Evaluation of state reading efforts
and programs will be based upon
this definition.

the words · without understanding
them, or can merely demonstrate a
certain proficiency in terms of word
attack skills, cannot really be said
to be reading at all.

II. Implications
The implications of an acceptance of
this definition for the Department of
Education are:
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